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: Proper ty Descripti()n.' The Elkton Farm Site'is located tWo miles .nortnw'est of

: Elkton, MD near the intersection of Routes 40 and 279. The Site consists of some 400 acres.

- Propert Hlstory |

e The Elkton Farm Site is approximately 400 acres, and has primarily been used asa
' livestock farm with much of the surrounding fields under cultivation.
‘ e Triumph Explosives, Inc. purchased the Elkton Farm property in the early 1940s.
Tnumph Explosives used the ¢ ‘Firehole” approximately 40 acres of the:Site off Zeitler
‘ . Road for the disposal of off-spec and waste explosives from the plant. Accumulated

- waste ‘was reportedly placed in drums, wetted with alcohol or ether, and burned ina.

1§ Tlocation of the p1ts was' unknown R ‘ ‘ - '

- ¢ The current owners, the-Herron Family/ MARVA Ltd. Partnership, acquired the property

in 1948. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Thiokol Corp. leased a one-acre parcel for -

5 _rocket motor cleaning and recovery area. In the early 1980s, wastes from the Galaxy
Chemical plant were also disposed and/or stored on the Farm. The Farm' property is

. currently leased for commercial farmmg o ‘

: Environmental, Investigations are divided into

' UNIT 2isa World War II-era waste ordnance burn pit (the “Flrehole”) which was-used by ' ‘
: Tnumph Explosives in the 1940s.. The exact location of the Firehole was not known until May-
: 2002, when MDE hired NAEVA Geophysics, Inc., to conduct a geophysical survey, which
| B showed several distinct anomalies (east of Laurel Run and south of Zeitler Road) indicating that
the Firehole is not one dlscrete area but rather a series of burh pits located across the property.

Status. In October 2002 and May 2003, MDE did PA/SI work under its EPA Cooperative -
j Agreement identifying explosives, lead, mercury, and PCBs at the Firehole, and TCE in the
groundwater. And, in December 2004 and January 2005, MDE used a remote geoprobe to
collect subsurface samples in the suspected burn pits: the results are not yet available. -
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UNIT 3 is a 1-acre parcel that was leased by Thiokol Corporation in the late 1950s and early -
© 1960. Unit 3 overlays a portion of Unit 2. Throkol Corporatlon constructed several small
buildings, undetermined underground structures, and a network of steel gantries. Abandoned
- structures remain on the west side of the parcel. The facility was used to burn residual fuel and
, clean rocket motors for reuse, untrl it was abandoned after an explosion there

Status. In- May and June of 2003, MDE did PA/SI work under its EPA Cooperatrve Agreement
indicating explosive compounds in the surface and subsurface soils-and perchlorate in the
subsurface sorls on this site. MDE will conduct further mvestlgatlon of this fac111ty in 2004.

UNIT 4 is a 55-acre parcel with contaminated groundwater either from past storage or d1sposa1
of waste solvents, or by drsposal activities on the adjacent GE Rail Car property

' EStatus In June and July of 2003 MDE did PA/SI work under its EPA: Cooperatrve Agreement
mdlcatlng that the groundwater contamination does not appear to be coming ﬁ'om Un_1t 4.

'Contammants Clorinated solvents have been found 1n groundwater Explosrves
perchlorate lead , mercury, and PCBs have been detected in on-site surface and subsurface soils.

Cleanup and Next Steps MDE is"continuing site inyestigations.

Federal Involvement

" EPA is funding MDE efforts through a PA/ SI Cooperatrve Agreement
In 1992, EPA performed a Remaoval Action at Unit 1.

'EPA has recently performed a Rermoval assessment at Umt 2.
The Army Corps of Engineers has conducted a FUDS determination in the early 1990s,

‘ classifying the Site as a FUDS/PRP Site, wh1ch 1ndlcates an willingness to ‘cash-out’

~ using the DoJ J udgement Fund.

e Inlate 2004, MDE and EPA met with the Corps of Engineers to seek recons1derat10n of .
. the Firehole as part of the FUDS site. We are awartmg that determination by the Corps '

Lead Agency and Contacts MDE is the lead agency and will be conducting
further mvestlgatlon of thrs site under the PA/ SI Cooperatlve Agreement with EPA "

EPA Contact - : State Contact

M. Lorie Baker - 3HS34 S 'Mr. Arthir O’Connell :
‘US Environmental Protectlon Agency Reglon Il Maryland Department ¢ of the Envrronment
1650 Arch Street B 1800 Waslnngton Blvd., Suite 645
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 Baltimore, MD 21230-1719

Phone: (215) 814-3355. Phore: (410) 537-3400 ,
Email: baker.lorie@epa.gov - ' - Email: aoconnell@mde.state.md.us






